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Baptists Together
Magazine

This inspiring magazine seeks to share a range of
stories of how our Baptist family is serving God
in mission and ministry, as well as giving readers
information about developments within our Union
and challenging them in their own discipleship.
The magazine includes a range of stories, thoughtprovoking opinion pieces, details of resources and
events, along with ideas for prayer and worship to
inspire, equip and engage local churches and their
congregations.
Baptists Together also includes a pullout Transform
section with important reference material for church
officers on finance, governance and guidelines.
Whilst three copies of Baptists Together are sent
free of charge to every Baptist church in our
Union, additional copies are available to purchase
individually or by subscription from our online shop,
or as a free download from our website.

REAL CHURCH

REAL CHURCH

When we celebrate family – being together,
deepening sacrificial love, growing in
faithfulness – then somehow we can find
ourselves in God-country
I live in the south. In my association, over 25 per cent of the
churches have a ‘messy congregation’. But it’s happening
all over the place! Lucy Moore who started it all off 10 years
ago – with God of course – wrote towards the end of last year
when the 3000th Messy Church had been registered:
“God is on the move in 3000 churches of all denominations in
more than 24 countries. 3000 churches are delighted to offer
hospitality and fun to ‘outsiders’. 3000 teams of lay people
are doing a fantastic job at bringing more families into a
relationship with the Christ who meets them in their messy
lives. 3000 ministers are seeing the joy of their churches
turning to face outwards. People are being baptised as they
discover through the fun, fellowship and food that God is
good all the time.”

Is Messy Church just a bridge back to ‘real’ church? No, argues Jacky Storey

BRF (Bible Reading Fellowship) conservatively estimates
that of the 500,000 people who attend Messy Church each
month, over half have had little or no previous connection
with church. What began with a heart to include
grownups as well as children has grown and grown.
Why? Is this God? Is it real church? What about
discipleship? Of course, the same questions could be asked
of ‘traditional’ church.
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Launched in September 2013, Baptists
Together is the magazine sent to Baptist church
leaders three times a year – in January, April
and September.
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Individual copies and
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available from our online store
www.baptist.org.uk/onlineshop
Single copy:

£3.00

Pack of 10 copies:

£25.00

Single copy subscription: £8.00
for three editions (Spring,
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Your way to instantly reach 2000
Baptist churches in England and
Wales

Multi copy subscription: £70.00
for ten copies of each of the three
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Autumn)

Three copies sent free of charge to
all churches for their leadership
Additional copies available from
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Extra copies produced of the
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annual Assembly
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I found myself doing this in my work
with a young woman called Hayley.
I first met Hayley when I was her youth
worker. She came along to the group
because a friend invited her and she
stayed for a number of years. I became
close to her through various ups and
downs and we’ve now become adult
friends. At some point in her postschool journey, through university,
volunteering at a Summer Camp in the
US, helping with holiday clubs, and
other Christian activities, she became
a Christian. She’s now a fully paid-up,
Jesus loving, church going, house
group attending, Christian disciple.
My question is “Who led her to the
Lord?” It wasn’t me. So was it the
people she worked with in the US?
The peers who were Christians, the Soul
Survivor visits? The on-going friendship
with me and other adults in my church?
Hayley tells me that she realised one
day that she was praying to a God she
thought she didn’t believe in and then
realised that meant that she must do,
so she’d better sort things out with him.
Arguably no one led her to the Lord!
As I potter in my garden I’m
inspired at how often Jesus
talks about growing things.
Pondering the questions
that evangelism raises, it
occurs to me that there
are answers to be
found amongst the
soil and greenery.
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When I garden, I don’t just plant seeds;
before that I have to prepare the
ground. This involves choosing the
right ground for the right plant; it’s
no good putting a heather in alkaline
soil - it will die. Having chosen the
right plant, I loosen the earth, add
fertilizer, get rid of stones and rake it
level. Then I plant the seed, at the right
depth. I might put some netting over
the bed to keep the birds off. And then
I wait… and watch. Part of gardening
is keeping an eye out for what needs
doing for particular plants; weeds
might appear, water might be needed,
some shelter on a frosty night. It’s
straight out of a parable! Later on in
the plant’s life it might need tying in to
some support, or training to grow in a
certain shape; it might need pruning or
feeding. In a big garden there would
be a whole team of gardeners to do
these jobs.

So
what
are you
doing
in your part
of the garden? Are you seed sowing?
Watering? Adding some well-rotted
compost, or tying a plant to some
support? Maybe you have had the
joy of a plant blossoming right before
your eyes. Maybe you haven’t and
you wonder whether you’re doing any
evangelism at all. Maybe you’re having
to do the hard work of digging the
plot over to clear it. If your garden is
looking a bit thin, maybe you’re putting
the wrong plants in the wrong places
and they can’t thrive? Are you planting
at the right depth? Some seeds take
a long time to germinate; are you
getting impatient and digging them
up to have a look? Whatever you are
doing at the moment, as an
what are you individual and in your church,
After a while, the everyday
if you are playing your part,
doing
in
your in the passage mentioned
miracle occurs, and the plant
flowers or fruits. But who
part of the above, Paul assures us we are
made it do that? Was it me,
promised a reward. If you
garden?
the one who sowed the seed?
aren’t doing any gardening,
The gardeners after me, who
get your wellies on and get
fed or pruned, who trained or sprayed
out here, there’s plenty to be done.
for pests? You could say that none of
It’s winter as I write this and gardens
us made the fruit happen; the plant just
look empty and dead, but we gardeners
did it all by itself. True, but it wouldn’t
know, if we wait patiently and tend
have done it so well, in that place if
carefully, that in July we’ll have more
the team of gardeners hadn’t all done
courgettes than we know what to do
their bit. Hayley’s story tells me that
with.
all those who ‘gardened’ her played a
Sarah Fegredo is an
part, but that ultimately the flower that
Accredited Youth Specialist
she has blossomed into is because of
living in Nottingham
God’s work in her life (See 1 Cor. 3:5-9).
I have been delighted to see the flowers
even though I didn’t do all the work,
and occasionally I’ve sat in the
sunshine with her, or pulled
her into the greenhouse
for some TLC when she’s
needed it.

What are you doing in your part of the garden?
Join the conversation at www.baptist.org.uk/sowingseeds

SOWING SEEDS

Sarah Fegredo explores an expression much used by Christians

7.5%
10%

Trim size: 297mm x 210mm
Bleed size: 307mm x 220mm

Contact us to discuss
discounts for longer series

Artwork to be sent:
» on disc or CD, with a hard
copy proof, to the address
on the left
» via email as a pressquality pdf, jpg or eps to
advert@baptist.org.uk

Late booking, accompanied
by complete artwork, can
be negotiated until artwork
deadline day

01235 517711
Email: advert@baptist.org.uk

Sowing Seeds

Series of two:
Series of three:

Deadlines

Tel:

As Christians we want to be ‘The One’
…the one to whom a person turns
and says “What you said makes sense
and I want to give my life to Jesus.” But
the reality is it doesn’t often happen,
and in our disappointment we console
ourselves with the thought that we
were sowing seeds.
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