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The Bible has an awkward reputation.  
Everyone knows that it is the most famous 
and most widely distributed book in history.  
But at the same time the Bible is unknown 
and unread by the overwhelming majority 
of people.   If people know about the Bible 
at all the assumption is made that it is 
boring and irrelevant.

2011 marks the 400th anniversary of the 
publication of the Authorized Version 
of the Bible.  This gives us a splendid 
opportunity to put the Bible centre stage.  
Anybody who takes the time to read the 
Bible will find it compelling reading.  It 
lacks nothing.  Whether you are looking 
for gripping historical stories about love, 
war and conquest; beautiful poetry; wise 
sayings or fine hymns you will not be 
disappointed.  And amidst it all you will 
meet God - the God who made you and 
who wants to be at the centre of your life 
in this New Year.

This excellent edition of Baptist Life 
reflects our determination to live our lives 
in the light of the Bible.  As you read these 
articles there will be many occasions when 
you will be forced to reflect that they are 
like a 21st Century continuation of the 
Biblical record ... stories of people living 
for God amidst a range of challenging 
circumstances.  There is a particular focus 
on people whose ministries are being 
supported by a Home Mission Grant.  Isn’t 
it exciting to see what God is doing with 

the money that we have contributed to 
Home Mission?

The Bible introduces us to hundreds of 
women and men of faith.  They often 
struggled and failed but they discovered 
that God was faithful and that as they 
lived in step with him, he was able to bless 
them.  As we set out in this New Year I 
pray that we will resolve to walk along the 
same path of faith.  The Biblical stories 
give us every reason to believe that the 
journey ahead will be testing and difficult, 
but they also remind us that God will be 
with us every step of the way.

Home Mission is a crucially important 
aspect of our life together as Baptists, and 
Home Mission is all about faith.  Hundreds 
of people are supported through Home 
Mission grants, from people working 
in small village churches to those who 
minister in challenging city centres. From 
people serving in our 13 associations to 
the staff who work with me at Baptist 
House in Didcot.  The hundreds of people 
supported by Home Mission are all part of 
the ongoing journey of faith.

I hope that 2011 will be a year in which 
the Bible comes alive for you in all sorts 
of ways as you continue your journey of 
faith.

2 Credits:  Baptist Life is edited by Chris Hall and designed by James Stamp

INTRODUCTION
by Jonathan Edwards - BUGB General Secretary

BIBLE - REFRESHING OR BORING?



Building relationships
Blenheim Baptist Church in Leeds 
(Yorkshire Baptist Association) has the 
honour of being next to the best tall 
building in the world!  In July 2009 the 
church moved into a new building, part 
of a complex which also has the Leeds 
Metropolitan University Faculty of Art, 
Environment and Technology that won a 
prestigious Best Tall Building in the World 
Award last October from the Chicago-

based Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat.  Since their 
move the church have been developing a ministry to those at the university 
and have recently started a cafe to offer a quiet space for students and staff 
which is attracting a steady number of regular customers. The cafe has been 
partly financed by a BUGB Mission Project grant, something that minister 
David Humphries is very appreciative of.  “We couldn’t have opened the cafe 
of this high standard without the grant,” he says.
www.blenheim.org.uk

In this feature we focus on churches or ministries that have received 
a BUGB Mission Grant from Home Mission.  Everything we feature 
in Baptist Life benefits from Home Mission in some way. For more 
on Home Mission go to:o  oo

Making People of Peace
In rural Breconshire (South Wales Baptist 
Association/Baptist Union of Wales) there are 
20 Baptist churches, many of which have been 
established for centuries, that now only averages 8 
members, nearly half no longer meet every Sunday 
and some of which Ifor Williams says are ‘hanging 
by their fingernails’.  Ifor and his wife Penny have 
felt called by God to work as missioners in the area, 
by not only strengthening the local church but also 

starting mission from scratch, through seeking out ‘people of peace’ and 
making disciples.  Ifor and Penny are receiving financial support both from 
the South Wales Baptist Association (BUGB Mission Grant) and the Baptist 
Union of Wales.   Since starting in February 2010 Ifor and Penny have built 
good relationships with the established churches and are seeing signs that 
God is doing something new in the area.  “You can’t have resurrection without 
a death and I think that is what has been happening here,” says Ifor.

New Online: Find out more about what God has been doing in Breconshire including 
how the life of one Baptist farmer has been transformed in our special video online at 
www.baptist.org.uk/baptistlife 3

www.baptist.org.uk/homemission
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                Giving back to our roots 
A Baptist church that had a vibrant tradition of planting churches is now getting 
support in its future mission by one of the churches it originally planted.

Sansome Walk Baptist Church (SWBC) in the centre of Worcester (Heart of England Baptist 
Association) is one of the oldest churches in the BUGB (established in 1658). It has planted 
five churches in its history including Redhill Baptist Church (in 1879) which is now St Peter’s 
Baptist Church after moving to the St Peter’s area of Worcester three years ago.  In recent 
years St Peter’s has been experiencing significant growth whilst its mother church SWBC has 
declined in numbers.

Two years ago Sansome Walk went through a review process where the leadership realised 
that they would have to make changes in how they did church if it was to survive and blossom 
again. Martin Hodson, minister of St Peter’s, offered his help and talked with the Sansome 
Walk deacons about sending some people across from St Peter’s to help develop a new vision 
for the church.  Over several months a group from the church started to visit Sansome Walk 
and get involved.  In October 2010 both churches came together for a service where 21 
people plus children were commissioned to move from St Peter’s to Sansome Walk to continue 
the project.

Frances Anderson and her husband Steve have moved from St Peter’s to Sansome Walk.   
“With our children now adults, we were expecting God to have a new challenge for us, and 
God said this was the one to be involved in,” says Frances. 

“It’s about six weeks since St Peter’s people started going there more regularly. A new worship 
team is up and running, and is leading services. It feels different with more people in the 
church, there’s a good atmosphere. We are all getting to know people – learning names and 
sitting with people we don’t know. We have started to think about how what we do could 
impact the community. We are looking at appointing a new minister. 

“We feel at home in a newly emerging church. Steve has experience at work of integrating 
organisations, and I have experience as a church leader. We are expecting God to do some 
really good things in this partnership, both at Sansome Walk and at St Peter’s.” 

Christine Baker is a deacon at Sansome Walk and has been involved in the review process.  
“I am still amazed at what is happening, it’s hard to believe this is Sansome Walk! Only just 
over a year ago our Sunday morning attendance was poor, we have a large building and there 
were so many empty pews, but now we have a sizeable congregation and over tea and coffee 
afterwards there is a real buzz.

“We are thrilled at how God has led us over the last year or so, but all of it has been 
underpinned by regular prayer meetings. As to the future, we aim to extend our outreach to 
the local community, to the people who live and work around the church in the heart of the 
city.  Our vision is to see more people come to know Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.”  

www.worcesterbaptistchurch.org.uk
www.stpetersbaptist.org.uk4
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We are just over 18 months away from the Olympics being held in 
London and excitement is growing.  Many are preparing for the arrival 
of the games including the church.  More than Gold is an ecumenical 
organisation set up to enable UK churches to engage with the 2012 
Games by inspiring them to work together on sports and community 
initiatives and helping them connect with relevant agencies and 
resources to make it happen.  Ian Bunce, Head of the BUGB Mission 
Department, believes that churches should take the opportunity that 
the Olympics will give to share with others the good news about Jesus. 
“The opportunities that churches will have to get involved in community 
events, social action and missional initiatives through the Olympics and 
More than Gold are immense. I commend it to every church.”
www.morethangold.org.uk
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Who let the Dads out?!
Who Let The Dads Out? (WLTDO) toddler sessions are specifically 
for toddlers and their dads, stepdads, granddads and male carers. 
They follow the same traditional format as normal parent and toddler 
sessions but with a few masculine touches, such as taking place 
on Saturday mornings, bacon butties and sometimes newspapers. 
Lancaster Baptist Church’s WLTDO (North Western Baptist Association) 
has been running since September 2010 with encouraging numbers so 
far according to the minister, Steven Hewitt.   “The dads all seem to 
appreciate having a safe space to come where there are lots of toys, 
room to run about, good refreshments and a chance to meet other 
dads and share experiences.  Taking inspiration from Malachi 4:6, 
WLTDO seeks to turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the 
hearts of children to their fathers. We hope that our WLTDO group will 
provide an opportunity for that to happen.”  http://wholetthedadsout.org/

More than Gold planned for the London 
Olympics

Baptist Voice formerly known as Tapes for the Blind is a free monthly 
audio magazine produced by the Baptist Men’s Movement as a ministry 
to those who are blind or have impaired vision. Available on tape 
cassette or CD it contains a selection of Baptist and Christian news 
articles from a range of sources including Baptist Life, The Baptist 
Times,  Engage magazine from BMS World Mission and occasional 
contributions from guest speakers. Gilbert Payne and Geoff Pratt from 
Abingdon Baptist Church (Southern Counties Baptist Association) 
produce Baptist Voice.  They say that the service has helped many 
who had stopped attending to reconnect to their churches. “It is very 
encouraging to think that there are many who are hearing God’s 
message and news about the church they would not have been able 
to hear before.”  For more information call Baptist Voice on 01235 
530080 or visit the website.
www.baptistmen.org.uk/content/introducing_baptist_voice

Listen to the Baptist Voice



2011: See the 
Bible afresh

This year it is 400 
years since the King 
James Bible was first 
published.  Biblefresh, 
an ecumenical body, is 
encouraging churches to 
mark the anniversary by 
engaging with the Bible 
in new ways.  Here are 
four approaches used by 
Baptists to enhance your 
reading of the Bible in 
2011 be it in your personal 
quiet time, in your home 
group or church. For more 
on Biblefresh go to
www.biblefresh.com 

Bible Messages for 
Today
The Mission Department 
invites you to use your 
own experiences of 
God to write a modern-
day parable or psalm, 
and share it with the 
Baptist family.  Selected 
contributions will 
be combined into a 
publication later in 2011. 
Go to www.baptist.org.
uk/biblefresh for more 
information.

6

Bible reading 
notes
A guide for your Bible 
journey

Martin Hodson is minister 
of St Peter’s Baptist 
Church in Worcester 
(Heart of England Baptist 
Association, see page 
4).  He has been writing 
Closer to God 88notes 
for Scripture Union for 
12 years and is also a 
contributor to
www.wordlive.org 
“Bible reading notes give 
you a pattern for reading 
the Bible on a daily basis. 
They help Scripture to 
become part of the rhythm 
of your life and getting a 
‘Bible habit’ is one of the 
essentials for Christian 
growth. Notes always 
point you back to the Bible 
passage, deepening your 
understanding, challenging 
you to read creatively and 
helping you to make the 
leap from then to now. 
There is a wide range 
of notes from several 
good publishers so if the 
first ones you try don’t 
suit you, don’t give up. 
And www.wordlive.org is 
massively popular as an 
online resource for daily 
reading.”Pr
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Lectio Divina
Meditating on the Word, 
word by word

Gert Glasius is minister 
of Loughborough Baptist 
Church in Leicestershire 
(East Midland Baptist 
Association).  For more 
on Lectio Divina visit his 
website
www.lectiodivina.co.uk/
“Some years ago I came 
across Lectio Divina 
(LD), a very ancient way 
of interacting with the 
scriptures. It involves a 
slow and prayerful reading 
of the Bible, paying close 
attention to every word 
and sentence, image and 
thought expressed. 
I have found this way of 
reading the Scriptures 
deepening my own private 
devotions, most days end 
up with a phrase from the 
Bible ‘bouncing round my 
head’ during the day. 
I have also used Lectio 
Divina with groups of 
Christians and those who 
are searching but don’t 
attend church, and found 
both groups expressing 
appreciation. I repeatedly 
heard the phrase ‘it is as 
if a light went on’ when 
I encouraged a group of 
spiritual searchers to do 
a LD exercise with Psalm 
23.”

Learning the 
word
Biblical storytelling

Kathryn Bracewell is 
minister of New Life 
Baptist Church in Oxford 
(Southern Counties Baptist 
Association). See more 
about the church on the 
BUGB YouTube channel 
www.youtube.com/
bugbbms  
“Biblical story-telling is all 
about learning the Bible 
passage off-by-heart, in 
order to tell it (without a 
script) during a corporate 
act of worship.  I’ve been 
doing this for about 12 
years now.  It’s hard work: 
preparation for a Sunday 
service starts early on 
in the week, and many 
repetitions are needed 
throughout.  My love of 
the Bible has developed, 
as has my insight into its 
world.  This is invaluable 
when it comes to sermon 
preparation, and there just 
seems to be much greater 
opportunity for me and 
the congregation to hear 
the Bible’s resonance in 
our own daily lives.”   

The Daily Office 
Celtic daily prayer

Trevor Miller is a Baptist 
minister and Abbot of the 
Northumbria Community 
(Northern Baptist 
Association).  For more on 
Celtic Daily Prayer go to 
www.northumbriacommunity.
org/pray-the-daily-office 
“Celtic Daily Prayer is the 
Northumbria Community’s 
Office Book.  Translated now 
into five languages it is used 
by many Baptists.  
The use of a Daily Office 
provides a discipline and 
rhythm to life for individuals 
and a community.  It provides 
an easy and attainable 
framework for seeking God, 
praying and engaging with 
the Bible. Both morning and 
evening Offices include short 
readings from the Psalms, the 
Old and New Testaments.   
In the context of prayerful 
reflection we intentionally 
bring our lives before God 
and open the Scriptures with 
an attentiveness that is more 
about the transformation 
of the heart than the 
accumulation of information.  
Faith comes by hearing and is 
deepened through the regular 
practice of waiting upon God, 
alone and together, reading 
Scripture and allowing it to 
shape and direct our lives.”



OPINION
For over 10 years now the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) have followed Five 
Core Values, declarations about the sort of Christ-centred people we ought to be.  The 
Opinion section of Baptist Life will look at these core values over the next five issues.  
First up, Roy Searle focuses on what it means to be a prophetic community.

Being radical, non 
conformist, apostolic 
and prophetic should 
characterise our lives 
as Baptist missional 

disciples. As a movement we have 
refused to be conformed by the values 
and practices of both church and society 
where we believe they don’t reflect the 
ways of God. 

To follow Jesus, take him at his word and 
live out the gospel in our daily lives will 
propel us into thinking differently about 
how we live. It will lead us to make a 
difference and contribution to human 
life and society. It will also inevitably 
arouse some suspicion and opposition 
as the values of our faith clash with the 
accepted ways of society.   

Our history as Baptists reminds us that 
we have been involved in issues like 
the abolition of slavery, the Civil Rights 
movement, affirming the contribution of 
women in the life of the church, standing 
out against unjust wars and encouraging 
pacifism.  

As we journey further into the 21st 
century, we have to be able to evaluate 
and stand against the dominance 
of materialism where it damages 
individuals, society and the environment 
– this is part of our prophetic calling.  In 
the face of huge social and economic 
change, we must avoid retreating into 
a religious backwater and resorting to 

Roy Searle, co-founder of the Northumbria Community and a 	
former President of the BUGB

8

a fundamentalism that is rooted in 
fear and insecurity. This will lead us 
to resisting healthy change instead 
of living out the gospel positively and 
embracing its prophetic calling.  

To embrace our prophetic calling 
demands that we ask how we should 
live in a manner that reflects God and 
his ways. Our lifestyles need to echo 
good news for the poor, speaking out 
for those whose voice is rarely heard, 
defending and protecting those on the 
margins; working for justice at home 
and abroad, expressing compassion, 
living more simply and generously, 
caring for the environment, welcoming 
the stranger, building community in a 
culture of individualism, valuing people 
even when they aren’t a celebrity; being 
prepared to speak out against war and 
the use of violence and intimidation; 
denouncing the folly, greed and 
power of the financial institutions, big 
business and Government where they 
no longer serve society. 

Do we respond to such issues 
prophetically or pathetically and are we 
ready for the cost and challenges that 
come with following Christ?  If we are 
known as Baptists for our conformity 
to the gospel and our non-conformity 
to many of the accepted norms and 
practices of contemporary society, we 
might truly contribute to lives being 
transformed, and bring some hope and 
a future to the world.

PROPHETIC

For more on Five Core Values visit:
www.baptist.org.uk/baptist_life/what_is_a_baptist/five_core_values.html
www.northumbriacommunity.org
To hear Roy’s recent Advent podcast, visit www.baptist.org.uk/news_media/audio.html



Dear Diary  

What do you think of my new boots? Picked them up in the January sales. What a scrum 

down though.  Never seen anything like it. I just hope that lady’s toe heals. I know I shouldn’t 

have but this rage completely takes over when I see a bargain. So tonight I’m going to wear 

the spoils of my battle in Russell and Bromley to Bible study tonight. Pastor Steve wants to do 

things a bit differently this year. He says we need to be more ‘contextual’. I’m not sure what 

that means exactly but loosely translated we won’t be doing Bible study in the church tonight. 

Instead we’re off to Costalotforacoffee in the High Street. They’ve started holding a monthly 

open Bible study and discussion meeting in the upstairs lounge. They call it Cappuccino & Christ 

and apparently all sorts of people attend who don’t go to church but are a bit interested in 

knowing more about the Lord. Sister Beryl’s not happy though. I’m not saying she’s grumpy but 

she could have been cast as one of the seven dwarves.  She says Pastor Steve is always coming 

up with these new-fangled ideas and that if people want a hot drink with their Bible study 

they can stick the kettle on in their own homes. You can’t be having the Lord and a Latte at 

the same time, she says. I guess she won’t be attending then. But you know what, Diary, I made 

a new year’s resolution to be a bit more open to Pastor Steve’s innovations. It’s not been easy 

and he’s always challenging us to go further with Christ. So I’m going to go tonight. You never 

know I meet might a handsome young man over a hot espresso. These boots were certainly 

made for walking!

Dulcea’s Diary
Entry Number 501
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Resources

‘Hope for Easter’ Resource

The team which brought us Hope ‘08 have developed a new Lent and Easter 
resource to help you reach and bless your village, town or community. For more 
information and to order your copy visit:
www.baptist.org.uk/resources/mission_evangelism/hope-for-easter0910.pdf

Valentine’s Day Mission File

Valentine’s Day is an ideal opportunity for the church to share something of 
God’s faithful and boundless love for us. The BUGB Mission Department have 
produced a a special Mission File to help your church to think of ways to do this.
www.baptist.org.uk/resources/resource_downloads/446.pdf



Prayer
Guid

 Prayer
Guide

Welcome to the first quarter of the 2011 Prayer Guide – your opportunity to 
pray for the wider Baptist family over the next three months.   

   
   If you would to like to access more prayer resources contact your Baptist 
association or go to www.baptist.org.uk/prayer_worship.html where you will find a 
range of materials including monthly prayers of intercession.   10

Adoration and Praise

Glory to you, Jesus Christ!
You met us as a refugee, a threatened child,

the word made flesh, born in a forgotten place.

You called us by name, to leave what was comfortable,
to be your disciples, companions and friends.

You saved us by kneeling at our feet,
stretching your arms wide to take away our sins,

walking through death to life again.

And still you meet, call and save us:
we praise you.

Taken from Gathering for Worship available from BUGB Publications
(telephone 01235 517708 or go to www.baptist.org.uk/resources.html)
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23-29 January Heart of England Baptist Association
Pray for John Lowe (Researcher) assembling reports on HEBA’s area to 
facilitate mission development/ church planting and for Gale Richards 
as she settles into her role as Project Worker/ NBLC Regional Tutor. 
Pray for the HEBA training initiative `Learning at the Centre’ with 
BMS and three Baptist colleges beginning this Spring with modules in 
pastoral care and mission.  

16-22 January Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
This year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is focusing on Christians 
in the Middle East, particularly in Jerusalem.  Pray that churches of all 
denominations will seek Christian unity, justice and peace in the Holy 
Land and around the world. Pray for good relations between churches 
here in the UK, both locally and nationally.

9-15 January Mainstream
Mainstream is a Word and Spirit network linking, encouraging and 
resourcing leaders and churches within and beyond the Baptist 
denomination to be passionate about God, real in relationships and 
committed and effective in mission. Pray that God’s Spirit will refresh 
and inspire all who attend the annual Mainstream conference this 
week, strengthening them for their ministry.

2-8 January Biblefresh
Biblefresh is a Christian initiative encouraging the church to ‘gain 
appetite, confidence and passion for the Word’ inspired by this year’s 
400th anniversary of the publishing of the King James Bible.  Pray that 
the Bible will be valued afresh in our land, that it will be a book that 
impacts all our lives. 

30 Jan-5 Feb Poverty and Homelessness Action Week
This week Christians are being encouraged to pray, fundraise and act 
to help tackle poverty and homelessness in communities throughout 
the UK.  Pray that churches will feature the topic in their services 
on Homelessness Sunday (30 January) or Poverty Action Sunday (6 
February) and that Christians will use the special prayer calendar 
(www.actionweek.org.uk/html/calendar.html) during the week.

www.biblefresh.com

www.mainstream-uk.com

www.ctbi.org.uk/511

www.actionweek.org.uk/html/home.html 11



February
6-12 February Ministers’ Conferences
Over the next few weeks there will be ministers’ conferences in 
many of the Baptist associations. Pray for the association teams 
as they prepare and organise these events.   Pray for the speakers 
that they may be inspired in what they bring. Pray for the ministers 
that attend, that they will be challenged, refreshed and encouraged 
in their ministries.

13-19 February Ministry Department
The Churches Ministerial Counselling Service (CMCS) is 
administered by the Ministry Department and serves all major 
Free Churches and some other organisations.  Its professional 
counsellors offer a confidential service to ministers, their spouses 
and adult family members. Please pray for the work of CMCS and 
for its ongoing support of ministers and their families.

20-26 February Northern Baptist Learning 		
Community
Pray for Co-Principals, Anne Phillips and Richard Kidd, still exploring 
how to be co-leaders of the Northern Baptist Learning Community. 
Pray for recently appointed Regional Staff: Gale Richards in HEBA, 
and Linda Hopkins in NBA and NWBA. Pray as we search for a 
new President in Luther King House, our ecumenical home in 
Manchester.

27 February-5 March South Wales Baptist 		
Association
Pray for the association team, particularly Regional Ministers Nick 
Bradshaw and Andy Hughes, as they seek to serve, support and 
resource existing churches across South Wales in their mission and 
ministries. Pray also for SWBA as they explore opportunities for 
church planting and engaging in fresh expressions of church in South 
Wales.

www.baptist.org.uk/ministry 

northernbc.wordpress.com/

12



February March
6-12 March Baptist Men’s Movement (BMM)
The Baptist Men’s Movement is holding One Small Step - its 
annual Bigger Weekend conference - in Market Bosworth. Pray for 
incoming BMM President Dean Thorpe and the leadership team 
as they seek to help churches bring men to Christ and cultivate 
friendship and fellowship among men. Pray too for The Bigger 
Breakfast in September.

13-19 March Communications Department
Pray for the team as they work on a range of communications, 
media, publications, Home Mission promotion and the Baptist 
Assembly.  Please pray for the development of the new BUGB 
website being launched this Spring, that it will create a sense 
of family and the changes will benefit those visiting the site for 
resources and information.

20-26 March Baptist Union Council
The Baptist Union Council meets this week at Swanwick, 
Derbyshire.  Pray for the Council as it discusses a range of issues 
from mission to finance and make decisions that will affect the 
life of the Union.  Pray for those reporting to Council and all those 
working behind the scenes to make the meeting go smoothly.

27 March-2 April Joint Public Issues Team
The Baptist Union of Great Britain works on social and political 
issues with the Methodist and United Reformed churches through 
the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT).  The team aim to promote 
equality and justice by influencing Government and by energising 
and affirming local congregations. Pray for the JPIT team as they 
do this vital work.

www.baptistmen.org.uk/

www.baptist.org.uk/communications 

www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/ 13



interviews with people from across
the Baptist Union of Great Britain.

interviews with people from across
the Baptist Union of Great Britain.

Sandra Crawford is Regional Minister (Youth) of the North Western 
Baptist Association (NWBA)

Favourite Bible verse:
John 10:10:  ‘I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full’.

Favourite hymn or chorus:
I Am Fearfully and Wonderfully Made, a fab children’s song by Jim Bailey. 

Highlight of 2010:
Thanks to the ash cloud, an extended holiday in Malta, courtesy of Easyjet. 

What What do you most enjoy about the Baptist Assembly?
Meeting Meeting people and catching up with friends from around the country.

               
What do you hope will happen in your association in 2011?
We will find new ways of supporting, encouraging and resourcing the hundreds of people who 
volunteer in children and youth ministries every week. They are amazing but I’m not sure they realise it!

David Shosanya is Regional Minister (Mission) at the London 
Baptist Association (LBA)

Favourite Bible verse: 
Jeremiah 29:1:  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”  

Favourite hymn or chorus:
Blessed Be Your Name by Matt Redman.  

Highlight of 2010:
The Sam Sharpe Conference (famous Jamaican Baptist who led 
revolt against slavery) at Regent’s Park College with BUGB, BMS 
World Mission and Jamaica Baptist Union. 

What do you most enjoy about the Baptist Assembly?
Meeting other Baptists. 

What do you hope will happen in your association in 2011? 
A greater confidence and commitment to sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.

David

Sandra

14



In partnership with 

The Baptist Times

interviews with people from across
the Baptist Union of Great Britain.

interviews with people from across
the Baptist Union of Great Britain.
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Christian events – January to March

January
6           
18-25  
27         
29 to 6 February

February
1

7-14
20 

23

28 to 13 March

March
4
8
9          
11-13

 21 to 2 April

Epiphany
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity www.ctbi.org.uk/511
Holocaust Memorial Day www.hmd.org.uk
Poverty and Homelessness Action Week
  www.actionweek.org.uk/html/home.html

The Bigger Balti (Baptist Men’s Movement national curry night)
  www.baptistmen.org.uk/category/bigger_balti 
National Marriage Week www.marriage-week.org.uk
Education Sunday
  www.churches-together.net/Group/Group.aspx?ID=64495
Woman to Woman
  www.baptist.org.uk/training_events/other.html#woman
Fair Trade Fortnight
  www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved/fairtrade_fortnight/default.aspx

Women’s World Day of Prayer www.wwdp-natcomm.org
Shrove Tuesday
Ash Wednesday and start of Lent
Baptist Men’s Movement Bigger Weekend 2010, Market Bosworth, 
Warwickshire (Heart of England Baptist Association)
   www.baptistmen.org.uk/bigger_weekend
Baptist Union Council, Swanwick, Derbyshire
   (East Midland Baptist Association)

BUGB Communications in 
association with The Baptist 
Times will be presenting our 
yearly awards in May 2011 at 
the Baptist Assembly.

We are looking for the best church 
website, best church magazine, and 
new for this year, the best church 
notice sheet.

Nominate your church from 4 January 2011 at www.baptist.org.uk/commsawards2011
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For further details and to register see 
www.baptistassembly.org.uk or ring the 
Assembly Office 01235 517621

SPEAKERS:
Jeff Lucas    Julie Pennington-Russell
Pat Took    Wale Hudson-Roberts
WORSHIP:
Andy Scarcliffe
NEW NEXT YEAR: Ministers and leadership stream 


